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Editorial Pete Fuller. beegpete@btinternet.com
I should like on behalf of the Chairman, and Board of management to wish all Members a
very Happy and Prosperous New Year and hope that you all had a pleasant Christmas.
In this edition we have information on the first aircraft cannons, and a wide variety of
other cannons, old and new, and queries and discussions.
I am pleased to list some more new Members who have joined us. We welcome Swets
Information Services Ltd of Abingdon, Mr N Townson from Morcambe, Mr T. Hughes
from St Leonards-on Sea, and Mr Towersey from Manchester. We hope you will enjoy
your membership and also hope in due course that you will be able to contribute to the
Newsletter or the Journal, perhaps both.
I should like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has sent in articles, queries,
pictures, E mails and hard copy for the Newsletter. In the background I can hear rumblings
– ‘I sent in a piece, but it’s never appeared yet, and that was ages ago, Dear readers, it’s
possible that your offering may still appear when the time is ripe. For the OSNL editor it is
very different to editing the Times or the Daily Mail. Those editors can send out a reporter
to get the stories which they need to print. The OSNL editor has to make the most of
whatever he has the good fortune to receive, and try and mould it into an interesting whole
to please his readers. I try to have a basis of longer articles interspersed with short queries
or interesting snippets of information. To keep coherence, I may include something I
received last week or two years ago, if its fits the need it, goes in. So please do not be put
off if your offering does not appear in the next edition, please keep the pieces coming
because without your efforts we have no Newsletter. For many members the Newsletter and
the Journal are the only items which keep them involved and updated with the Society,
especially if they are unable to get to meetings. So we strive to make those publications as
good as we can.
Please help by sending copy by E mail, preferably in Word. If hard copy , also in Word ,
12 point and if there are any illustrations make them as really good clear copies, as they all
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have to be rescanned and turned into electronic format to make the complete edition.
Many thanks to all. Ed.

Early Aircraft Guns by John Day
Royal Carriage Department (R.C.D.) drawing No. 134178A, dated May 1914 is titled
“Design of Mounting for 1Pr.Q.F. Automatic Gun for use in Aeroplanes” It shows the
outline of a Vickers 37mm.mounted in a round nosed front cockpit. The mounting allows
30deg. elevation, 25deg depression and 160deg. traverse. A useful amount of travel, but the
drawing also cites recoil thrust of 280 lbs. (why Pr.for the calibre and lb. for the recoil?),
which could have some effect on the light and low powered airframe. It was reported that a
Sopwith seaplane stopped and fell 500ft.when its 1 1/2Pr. was fired in May 1914! As an
aside, I can find no reference to a “pusher” Sopwith, so the gun must have been mounted on
top of a strengthened nacelle
This drawing set me looking into the early installation of guns larger than “hand
gun” size in pre, and early, WW1 aircraft. The primary thought in those days was to attack
ships. Commander Cleland Davis, of the U.S. navy in his first patent No. 1108714 of
August, 1911 says ” In order to attack a ship with explosive from an aircraft, it is necessary
that the explosive shall be contained in a projectile with walls thick enough to penetrate the
protective deck without breaking up, and that the projectile shall have sufficient velocity to
enable it to be directed with accuracy, and to enable it to penetrate when striking. This can
only be accomplished by discharging the projectile from a gun. It should be of a calibre to -- carry a considerable quantity of explosive, --- aimed shots to be fired at 2000 yards --shock of recoil brings little or no strain upon the aeroplane.
This became all too obvious in 1910 when Gabriel Voisin mounted a 37mm.cannon
in one of his planes, but did not dare to fly it. He tried again the next year with the
gun in front of the propeller and succeeded in wrecking the aircraft. In 1913 he had more
success with a 37mm. Hotchkiss in a specially modified plane.
But Davis had already had thought of a recoilless gun. Probably the first attempt at a
recoilless gun (RCL) for any use. In his first patent 1108714 the gun comprises a sleeve
extending through the wings to keep the aircraft clear of the happenings when the gun is
fired and having a limited elevating movement to allow some sighting. The sleeve contains
a closed ended gun barrel containing a high explosive projectile and there is a further
charge between the base of the projectile and the closed barrel end. As the gun is pointing
downwards, the barrel and projectile are held with frangible connections to stop them
falling out. On firing, by an electric primer, the projectile is fired down the barrel and the
barrel moves up out of the sleeve to absorb what would otherwise be the recoil. This was a
one shot device that used both shot and barrel at each firing.
In his second patent, 1108715, Davis had a solid breech plug being fired out of a
single barrel to counteract the projectile. But as the plug is held by the friction of a screw
and the shot by thin breakable rods, reloading in the air was a doubtful operation. By July
1913, Davis had realised the need to reload in mid-air and his patent 1108716 proposes
fixed ammunition. The barrel is in two sections, held together by an interrupted screw, the
rear part able to swing clear on release of the screw to allow loading of shell and cartridge
case. The case is crimped to the rear of the shell, behind which is the firing charge secured
by felt wads. To the rear again is the compensating weight of birdshot, sand or other similar
material; again held by a further wad. The charge is fired electrically through a primer
situated half way along, such that both shell and compensation separate under the same
force. To aid reloading a claw, provided at the barrel joint, can pulls the cartridge case free
when the rear barrel is swung clear. His final patent, 1108717, shows a rimmed cartridge
and more sophisticated electrical primer-firing device. The Davis gun came in three
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calibres, 2, 6 and 12Prs.and was installed in some 20 aircraft. It performed well but the
shower of greased lead shot on firing and the leakage at the barrel joint proved unpopular
with aircrew. The last Davis was fixed to the side of an RE 8 in Mesopotamia in January
1918.
Thereafter, the RCL for installation in aircraft was forgotten, apart from a few
experimental guns in Russia in the 1920’s & 30’s.

1108714 Davis’s first patent.
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1108715 SECOND PATENT

1108716 THIRD PATENT
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1108717 FOURTH PATENT
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A request from Matthew Perring

Dear All,
Not exactly OS business, but this may be of interest to you, please spread far and wide!
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/TargetPistols/
It’s an E petition on the No.10 website
Quote:
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Change the law to permit our target
pistol shooters to prepare properly for International and Olympic competitions.
Submitted by Richard V Malbon of Sportsman's Association of Great Britain & Northern
Ireland –

Deadline to sign up by: 20 November 2007
A note from Claude Blair re query names for Mons Meg in the last OSNL
Dear Peter,
In an article on the making of a new carriage for Mons Meg in 1835-6,
published in the Journal of the Arms and Armour Society in 1967 (Vol. V,
pp 431-52) I cite early information about the history of Mons Meg,
mostly from a letter sent to the Board of Ordnance by the Edinburgh
antiquary A. Macdonald (1791-1850). This includes (pp.434, 43640) names by which she was known from the 16th century onwards. The
usual one, in addition to Mons Meg, seems to have been simply
Mons (Muns), but others were Meg, Muckle Meg, and Mounts Meg. None
of the written sources refer to her as Roaring Meg, and Macdonald,
who must have known many people whose memories went well back into
the 18th century, would surely have mentioned this sobriquet if it had
been known to him. Moreover, it seems to me that it is of a kind that
would only have been applied to an operational cannon, and Meg had not
been fit to fire since before 1628, and had burst when an attempt was
made to fire her, in 1680. I think, therefore, that there is every reason to
doubt that the reference of c. 1700 quoted in the T.L.S. refers to her.

Tebbutt Research Fund
If any Members have had dealings with this fund or the Wealden Iron Research Group,
please note that the new Hon Sec is David Brown, 2 West Street Farm Cottages,
Maynards Green, Heathfield Sussex, TN21 0DG.
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A request from Peter Cooke
Can any Members help please ? Wanted Photocopies of the following RGF –
manufactured 1878 RML guns.
64pdr 64cwt Mk111. 7-inch 7-ton Mk1V. One each of these guns have been exhumed
from public gardens in Dunedin, NZ, and we want to replicate their ‘Iron Side’ carriages
and ‘Dwarf C Pivot’ platforms.
Please contact—
Peter Cooke, Defence of NZ Study Group PO Box 9724 . Wellington6141, New
Zealand.
0274 512 312
petercooke@paradise.net.nz.

Members of the current Board of Management

Roger Cook
Chairman
Unfortunately, due to the Chairman changing address we have no details to enter at
this time. A special note will be given in the Newsletter as soon as the information is
known.

John Briggs

Secretary

38 Crofton Close
Purbrook
WATERLOOVILLE
Hants, PO7 5QA
Tel: 023-9264-1118
Email john.briggs4@ntlworld.com

Allan Driver

Treasurer

35 Manor House Road
Wilsden
BRADFORD
West Yorks, BD15 0EB
Tel: 01535-273389
Email allandriver@aol.com

Peter Fuller

Newsletter
Editor

47 Madeira Avenue
BROMLEY
Kent, BR1 4AR
Tel: 020-8464-4680
Email beegpete@btinternet.com

Nicholas Hall

Fort Nelson
Down End Road
FAREHAM
Hants, PO17 6AN
Tel: 01329-233734
Email Nicholas.hall@armouries.org.uk
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Ian McKenzie

Membership
Secretary

3 Maskell Way
Southwood
FARNBOROUGH
Hants, GU14 0PU
Tel: 01252-521201
Email iamckenzie@qinetiq.com

Trevor Parker

Visits
Secretary

13 Haywards Close
Henley Heights
HENLEY ON THAMES
Oxon, RG9 1UY
Tel: 01491-576618
Email trevor.parker@virgin.net

Matthew Perring

Bob Smith

Charles Trollope

British Association for Shooting
and Conservation
Marford Mill
Rossett
WREXHAM, LL12 0HL
Tel: 01224-573010
Email Matthew.Perring@basc.org.uk
Journal
Editor

Hawthorne Cottage
Moorfield Road
LEEDS, LS12 3SE
Tel: 0113-263-7547
Email smithbrown@basiliscoe.fsnet.co.uk
Clay Barn
Fingringhoe
COLCHESTER
Essex, CO5 7AR
Tel: 01206-735405
Email claybarn.quinces@virgin.net

Nb Board Members listed above. I have had to make up this list from
the 2005 listing, as I was not able to get to the 2006 AGM. Could you
please check the list for errors and let me know of any mistakes, so that I
can put corrections in the next OSNL. Many thanks. Ed.
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News from the Cannon Association of South Africa
11 Seaton Road, Parklands, 7441, SOUTH AFRICA
Tel/Fax: 021-557-1299

email: noongun@mweb.co.za

NEWSLETTER No. - 20 DEC 2006
A service to the muzzle loading cannon enthusiast
200 YEARS OF THE CAPE TOWN NOON GUN
The Noon Gun in Cape Town, as we know it today, was instituted at some time in 1806 in
order to provide ships anchored in Table Bay with the accurate time required for
navigation. The precise date has not yet been determined, but the Cannon Association of
SA, who regard the Noon Gun as an icon among cannons, decided that the 200th
anniversary of this famous institution could not pass without marking the occasion. The
date of 16 December 2006 was chosen on the grounds that the actual date would probably
have passed, that the weather would be suitable, and that many tourists would be able to
witness or hear the proceedings.
The South African Navy, who have diligently provided this service for many years, agreed
that the occasion could be marked by the firing of 20 cannon shots, one for every 10 years
and that both Noon Guns could be fired, one at noon and the other 5 seconds later. One
shot for every 100 years. We stress that the firing was not a salute, but the marking of 200
years in the history of Cape Town.
The 20 shots were fired by :1. Martin and Johan Venter with their 7 pdr RML on a naval carriage,
2. Jacobus van Niekerk and Leon de Vries on a ½ pdr on a garrison carriage,
3. MJ de Wit and Alf Parris on a ½ pdr on a sliding boat carriage,
4. Johan van Zyl and Jurg Zimmermann on a third ½ pdr,
5. Barbara, our only lady gunner, all alone on Ian’s 2 pdr on a Gribeauval twin trail
carriage. This was unanimously voted the loudest gun by the crowd of about 300
spectators.
Allan Delbridge, the Chief Gunner of Hout Bay acted as a combination of Town Crier and
Battery Commander. One shot was fired every 30 seconds, in spite of the misfire gremlin
making his usual appearance and then being promptly dispatched with a pistol blank.
Both Noon Guns were fired at noon. There was meant to be a 5 second delay between
shots, but an unforeseen technicality resulted in something close to a half second delay. It
appears that the firing pulse sent by the observatory is of two or three seconds duration.
When the first gun fired, the controller immediately switched over to the second gun in
preparation for a local firing, but the firing pulse was still present and the gun fired
immediately. However, the subsequent result was every bit as good as the intended result.
The past year has been very busy with the Durr Record growing to 906 guns, battle reenactments, gun restoration, carriage building, gun proofing and much more. The Cannon
Association has grown to 47 members and the readership of our newsletters has increased
to nearly 400.
1. Ian and I have written an article on the Portuguese guns for publication in the
journal of the Ordnance Society based in the UK.
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The most important thing that we have achieved is that we have done everything
safely and without incident. Let us keep it that way !
Gerry de Vries
Scribe to the Cannon Association of SA.

Book News by John Day

I have been adding to my collection of ordnance books, some of the latest additions could
well be of interest to members. The first is D.P.& G’s ” Primer for Garrison Artillery”
which does not appear to have gained an ISBN yet. This little 60 page, hard bound, book
provides a concentration of the information needed by gunners for their Skill at Arms
examination. This comprises a glossary of artillery terms, a description of all current
garrison guns, carriages and accessories, their care and preservation, sights and their ranges
and ammunition and the construction of fuzes. The book may be small but it contains a
wealth of information.
For those who have an interest in the way guns were made, 1 would draw attention to a
reprint by Lindsay Publications Inc. of America (U.K. agents www.camdenmin.co.uk) of a
number of articles that appeared in The American Machinist entitled “Ordnance 1900-01”.
ISBN 1-55918-271-1 They cover the. Springfield Armory, the manufacture of both small
arms and ordnance, and guns exhibited at the pan-American Exposition. It is illustrated
with photographs of the machine shops and machines and drawings of both guns and the
tools used
Another, book (available on the ‘net’) is a copy of the “Proceedings of the United States
Naval Institute, Volume X” which devotes just over 400 pages to a report on the
Establishment of Steel Gun Factories in the United States. It was realised in 1884 that the
U.S. was behind other countries in the change from wrought iron to steel for gun barrels, so
a research party “The Gun Foundry Board” visited England, France, Germany and Russia
and made very full reports on the set up, the works and the methods of manufacture in each
country. The report for England occupies some 110 pages and 16 plates. There is a lot of
information on Woolwich and Elswick that I have never come across before. For instance,
the machinery was worth £166,110 11s 3 ½ . ‘. to produce 6,000 tons of guns in 1873/4.
Considering the comparison between government and private manufacture, it says “The
class of stores which have been supplied from Elswick and from Woolwich which admit of
a direct comparison, the sum of £242,173 19s. on an expenditure of.£593,275 lOs. 11p,
would have been saved to the public had these guns, projectiles, and fuzes supplied by the
Elswick Ordnance Company, been manufactured in the Wootwich Arsenal. The plant put
up by the Government became the property of a private company at nominal value, and the
Government paid about £65,000 to break the agreement” This adds weight to my paper on
Armstrong in volume 9(1997) of our Journal.
“Schiffsgeschutze 1350 — 1870” by Wolfram zu Mondfeld, (ISBN 3 7822 0447 6), of
which only the first volume of three appears to have been published, has some 300 pages
bearing 1:25 scale drawings of naval guns of various nations over those dates. The first
hundred pages deal with the development of guns, naval carriages and ammunition over the
period irrespective of their country. Guns of particular countries follow these; for example
there are some 70 drawings on the first ten pages of thirty pages devoted to Denmark.
Obviously the text is in German, but the illustrations need no translation. I am waiting for
the publication of the other two volumes.
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Some interesting observations by Charles Trollope
(As always Charles has offered some erudite observations on previous articles in the
Newsletter. In particular the follow up to earlier enquiries by Rob Morgan, on Fort
George and ‘Roaring Meg’. In this issue Claude Blair has conclusively shown that
‘Roaring Meg’ was unlikely to have been another name for ‘Mons Meg’. Now Charles
comes up with new information which may well explain where the confusion has arisen.
Ed.)
I have found Newsletter No 76 most interesting. There are one or two points that may or
may not be of interest to members
First Rob Morgan’s piece on Fort George:- May I suggest that the fort was constructed
from the earth dug from the moat and that it was faced with the turf This would not be
beyond the capabilities of the colony providing the walls were not too high. The guns look
like the ship’s armament It would be most unlikely for the colonists to have brought a
special set of guns just for the defences but just a set of land carriages, If the guns are
mounted on the original ground level the parapet will be a maximum of 4 feet high and the
scarp about l0 feet to the bottom of the ditch.
Next Roaring Meg:- Both the mortar used against Goodrich Castle Fig 2 and the
Londonderry gun were indeed called “Roaring Meg”. The Woolhope Naturalists’ Field
Club of Hereford published a paper on “Roaring Meg” by Alfred Watkins, F.R.P.S. I
enclose a copy. I have an early and poor photocopy of “Roaring Meg” on Londonderry’s
walls being inspected by Royalty Fig 3, on which the name can be seen. I have no record
and have never heard ‘Mons Meg” being called “Roaring Meg”.
Reference David Dorgan’s * article on the St Parish Field Piece, Jersey:- I spent some
time in the company of this gun a few years ago and took off its’ lines and have the
following comments to make on the 1947 article. The elongated button has not been cut off.
The gun originally had an elevating ratchet — a system not uncommon at the time — as
shown in the enclosed photocopy. (See Fig 1)
If David needs more information on the exchange of old guns for new in 1757 he will find
details in the Privy Council records at the PRO (sorry — National Archives). The
references are PC2-104, 105 and 106 covering the period 1754 — 59. The short notes that I
took record that Jersey exchanged 22 guns capable of firing shot ranging between 2 LbslO
Oz and 11 Oz. In return Jersey received 12 X 3 Pr Brass field pieces plus 600 charges and
shot, also 13 sets of man’s harness at 12 to a set. A year later 12 X 6 Pr short (4’ 6”) were
sent. I did not find a record of any Field Howitzers being sent.
The list of Owen guns has grown in recent years and the good news is that the Guernsey
gun has been returned from Boston and replaced by a replica The bad news is that, when I
last saw it, it was not under cover and being affected by sea spray at Castle Cornet.
Finally the 24 Pounder in Rudi’s drawing was cast by Thomas Westerne in 1666 and
can be found listed in the Board of Ordnance Bill Book on the 7th July 1666 (W05l11

7). The warrant was dated 1 December 1665. Another gun from this batch of 24
Pounders can be found at The NMM Greenwich.
Nb. * The author’s name is confirmed as David Dorgan. Apologies for an apparent misspelling in the previous OSNL. Ed.
AWn~
Kirtanne in Wandlafette wit WiSe nw Höbenrichtung bei Dürer 1527, Ieczte Seite.
(Zeichnung nath Voilage ebenda)

Fig 1. The St Parish Field Piece, Jersey.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“ROARING MEG.”
By Alfred Watkins . FRPS
(Read to The Field Club on the 25th September 1919).

In a preliminary tour of the City Walls as preparation for Our Autumn Meeting. we finished
up with a glance at ‘Roaring Meg on Hogg’s Mount in the Castle Green, that rude mortar
usually stated to have been used in the defence of the City in the Civil Wars, or to have ‘‘
saved the Cathedral.’’ Two figurcs (46) and an initial (B), which I at once surmised to be a
portion of the date of its casting caught my eye. Mr. Marshall found the missing 16 rather
indistinct on the breach, and a second initial j with a small 0 was afterwards faintly
discernible, also a mark above which looks like Co. This record, 16 Co. Jo. B. 46, i.e.,Col
John Birch, 1646, is now given for the first time, and “ Roaring Meg “ becomes an historic
personage with an exact and authentic history, which I give in brief.
By Christmas 1645, Hereford was finally in tlie hands of Col. Joint Birch the leader of the
Parliamentary forces in the district, all fighting at the City was over, and Goodrich under
Sir Harry Lingen was the only stronghold left for the King in the County. But Roaring Meg
‘‘ was not yet cast. writing from Goodrich, June 18th, 1646, to the Speaker of the House of
Commons (1) Col. Birch continues his report on the siege of Goodrich. ‘‘ 1 am approached
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within reach of their stones which they throw abundantly and am now almost ready to play
upon them with a mortar piece, which I have cast here carrying a shell of about twohundredweight and have planted my battery, and am going on with my mines. The letter is
a. request for eighty barrels of powder, which he speedily got. Then from Gotheridge the
31 of July. 1646 “ Birch reports its fall “ after I had very much torne the Castle with my
Mortar piece, that no whole roome was left in it.’ On the same date (3) N.H. writing from
Gotheridge “ testifies how the Colonel‘ had done very good execution on the Castle with
the Granadoes shot from our Mortar peece.”

1 Military Memoirs of Colonel John Birch. Page 226.
2 Ibid. p. 229.
3 Ibid.. p. 230.
Birch’s Secretary, Roe, in his Memoir1 also speaks of the new weapon with admiration, and
repeats the fact that it was cast” there” He writes of “morterpeeces so well bestowed that
your selfe shott into the Castle 19 of 22 granadoes, which much shooke it, and by reason of
a great morterpeece you made them (the biggest in England) the enimy was tcrified, much
of the inner part of the Castle flallen downe, and the roofe spoyled.”
Scattered through the woodlands of Herefordshire at this time, chiefly on the banks of
streams, were iron forges, to which iron ore was brought on mule back for smelting with
charcoal into “sowes” and then hammering into wrought iron by water-power.
The furnaces were more or less capable of a rough type of casting, and ‘Meg’ with her
pitted skin, the ill-joined halves of her mould, the rude date and initials scooped out of the,
sand by a workman’s stick, does not show skilled foundry work. Past Transactions3 gave
some details of these local furnaces and forges, that at Bringewood turning out more than a
ton of finished iron per day.
There were several not far away from Goodrich, but the one at which” Meg” was most
probably cast was in the parish, 1 ½ miles distant from the Castle, at the spot where the
Wye, the mouth of the Garron brook, and the highway, from Ross to Monmouth all meet. It
is still called the Old Forge. The New Weir iron works were not started until i68o.
\Ve can conjecture how the resourceful Birch got his wooden pattern turned at some village
wheelwright’s, with lathe equipped for the heavy stocks of wagons, and how the local
furnacemen took pride in making Herefordshire the birthplace of the largest mortar yet
made in England. Lydbrook, on the Wye, 3 miles distant is another possible furnace.
“Roaring Meg” may be only a “toss-pot,” but the ‘31 inch shot with which she tossed down
the walls of Goodrich does not compare badly in bulk with the largest shot fired now. After
her success at Goodrich, Webb’ records that she was “put into requisition for Raglan.” Col.
Birch, being Governor of Hereford, it is here she was naturally brought, and for years stood
upside down as a corner-post at the junction of Pipe Lane (now Gwynne Street) and Bridge
Street. From here’ in 1839 she was moved to the terrace
4 Military Memoir of Colonel John Birch, p. 36.
5 Transactions Woolhope club, 1865, p. 270; 1869, p. 54; 1870, p. 42
1888, p. 221.
6 Military Memoir of Colonel John Birch, p.36.
7 Collin’s Modern Hereford, part 11., p. 20.
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on the Castle Green, then grouped with other guns round the Nelson Column, and finally
about 10 years ago to her present position with two guns on the summit of Hogg’s Mount,
the S.E. corner of the Castle defences. But she took no part on either side in any attack on
the City, that being all before her time.
DETAILS OF ROARING MEG.
Date, 1646; Length, 3ft. 6in.; Outside diameter at mouth 2ft.
Thickness of metal at mouth, 4in.; Length of bore (taper) 2ft 3in.
Diameter of bore at mouth 15 ½ in., at base, 14 1/4 in.; Trunions 3in
diameter, 6in. long. Hollow globular shell 13 1/4in. diameter, with
1 ½ in. hole and a pierced lug or eye for slinging up for loading.

Fig 2. Roaring Meg on Hogg’s Mount, Castle Green Hereford.

I Watkins

FRPS.

Fig 3. The
other
Londonderry
‘Roaring Meg’
on
Londonderry’s
walls, being
inspected by
Royalty.
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Query on a Confederate Rocket Stand by Rob Morgan.
A Confederate Rocket Stand.1863.
This little drawing turned up in an 1886 issue of the American magazine
‘Harpers’. The caption described it as above, and to be perfectly honest, I
don’t recall coming across any references to their use in the American Civil
War. I’ve no idea of the dimensions of the structure, though Congreve rockets
I think had a ‘pole’ of around ten or twelve feet or so. Simple enough, by the
look of it, the long spike hammered securely into the ground, and the cage laid
out behind it. The curved arm is probably a moveable ranging and aiming
device. I wonder what Confederate rockets looked like?
Confederate Rocket Stand.

Gun Data. The Sling Wagon by Allan Driver.
THE SLING WAGON 1844
The sling wagon was a large limbered vehicle, which was an improved replacement
for the large devil carriage.
The overall length was 24ft. and it weighed 31cwtsOqr~231b, due to the large gross
weight and to improve mobility, the main wheels were7fi. diameter and the limber
wheel 5ft diameter. The articulated carriage- limber configuration gave very good
cross-country performance and stability. It was used to transport garrison carriages
and mortar beds for guns up to the 24pr. Over long distances and rough terrain. The
heavy timber carriage was lashed to the top of the sling wagon and the barrel was
slung underneath, being winced up tight with the built in windlass. With the wagon
positioned on blocks over the carriage, It would be possible to lift the barrel on and off
the carriage, with no need for the heavy laborious lifting gin.
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The Sling Wagon
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Hotchkiss Revolvers by Rob Morgan
I, for one, thoroughly enjoyed Roger Cook’s report on these weapons in
Newsletter No.72, and it would be useful I think, to see a photo of the Fort
Nelson example appear. The big revolver’s in French service aboard
Ironclads are covered significantly I recall, in John Batchelor’s ‘‘The Naval
Gun’ published almost 30 years ago, though it may be still in print
I found this little drawing of a Hotchkiss, the calibre’s not given, in Hart’s
‘Weapons & Armor’ which in turn gives the source as Francis Bannerman &
Co of New York’s ‘Catalog’ of 1891. Bannerman’s may have been an arms
company? Given the enormous weight that Roger Cook gives for the guns,
that they should be naval weapons is not surprising, but the field mounting
shown here must have taken some effort to move around. Hardly as
manouverable as a Gatling or Gardener.
Speaking of Gatlings, I was surprised to hear that the Gatling was last used in
the Spanish-American War’ that was in 1898 of course, but I’d always
understood that the Gatlng continued to be used, in China in particular, well
into the 1900’s.
It’s even more interesting to hear of a Hotchkiss revolver being used in 1940
during the Battle of France, though the gun must have been a better weapon
than most of the elderly French machine guns around after WW1. No use at all
in a rapid war of movement as Roger says, but in the defences of Festung
Europa, probably a much more viable weapon. Even the little 25mm
Hotchkiss anti-tank gun found a role there, as did many fairly odd items of
ordnance from across the continent. Why not this?
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