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The Ordnance Society was 

formed in June 1986 to pro-

mote, encourage and co-

ordinate the study of all as-

pects of the history of ord-

nance and artillery.  

***  

It is today, an International 

Society with members from 

more than twenty countries 

and all walks of life.  
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Our primary aim is to provide a means of communication for individuals and organisations interested in 

any aspect of ordnance and artillery of all periods and to enable publication of their interests and         

research. The Society organises events and produces publications to further these aims: The Annual       

Journal of the Ordnance Society, produced to a high standard, includes well-illustrated articles, and plans 

of historic cannons and their carriages, artillery, ammunition, and explosives. This quarterly Newsletter         

includes short articles, information, illustrations, queries and their replies, and news. 
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Membership Details 

 

Membership of the Ordnance Society runs from 1st July to 30th June. 

Application Forms can be downloaded from the membership section of the Ordnance So-
ciety website. 

Membership Rates – the current rate for individual members is £25. A limited number of 
student memberships will be available at a cost of £10. Please contact Ian McKenzie for 
corporate, lifetime and overseas rates. 

Membership Renewal Forms are available on the OS website and are usually sent out with 
the AGM papers. 

Payment 

Payment should be in £ sterling by personal cheque, banker’s draft or International Money 
Order, payable to “The Ordnance Society”.  Overseas sterling cheques must be drawn on a 
London bank. 

Payment via ‘PayPal’ may be possible – please e-mail The Ordnance Society for details. ord-
nance.society@btinternet.com 

 

Committee 

Chairman: Trevor Parker 

Secretary:  Nicholas Hall 

Treasurer:  Geoff Smith 

Membership Secretary:  Ian McKenzie 

Publicity Officer: Neil Grant 

Visits Secretary:  Neil Grant 

Newsletter Editor: Alistair Graham Kerr (Co-opted) 

Committee Members: Nick Reed 

                                        Alastair Fyfe (Co-opted) 

 

Journal Editor:  Clive Woodley 

E-mail: ordnance.society@btinternet.com 

Website: https://ordnancesociety.org.uk/ 
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Editorial 
 
First of all, on behalf of the Society we should thank Graham Whittington for his work over the years as 
Newsletter Editor. As for me I haven’t been a member that long although I have had an interest in all 
things that go ‘Bang’ for many years. I have little knowledge of Ordnance other than what I have read in 
these newsletters. I am a member of several groups so come with experience and baggage. 
 
You will see that I have made a few changes, I’ll start as I mean to carry on with housekeeping first, that is 
reports etc, followed by members articles. After the members articles I will have a couple of book reviews 
and would like to introduce a members page for  information needed or something that you are looking 
to buy as long as its related to the OS. I should also add that if the subject has already been written about 
in the past and published, this does not mean your version cannot be published so long as it is not a word 
for word copy of the previous article. 
 
I have already had a comment about the use of Wikipedia. Regardless of what you might think, I find it a 
good research resource and will use it. Although I am aware that Wikipedia is edited by individuals who 
make mistakes and just get it wrong.  
 
Thank you to everyone who sent in articles, photos, comments, and queries for this edition of the news-
letter and for inclusion in future editions. If you wish to use any of these images, or have any comments 
to make on them, please contact the Ordnance Society at: 
 

ordnance.society@btinternet.com 
 

Newsletter Notes 
This is your magazine, and it relies heavily on like-minded people  sharing their thoughts and understand-
ing  in this wonderful and interesting subject. The Ordnance Society aims to provide a forum for the ex-
change and dissemination of information about all forms of ordnance and artillery from all periods. We 
are always looking for articles big or small, papers, short notes, and comments on any aspect of the Ord-
nance Society’s areas of interest are welcome. It is the Society’s policy to interpret its brief widely to cov-
er related topics. Contributions can be of any size though an ideal length is between 200 and 1000 words. 
Where and if articles get used are down to the Editor, and if an article is considered too long for one edi-
tion, then it may be split it into two. Likewise, if the Editor thinks that it is inappropriate, he/she will seek 
advice before using it. 
 

Contributions in an electronic format are preferred  together with photographs and/or illustrations. The 
style should follow that currently in use in the Newsletter. Text should preferably be submitted in WORD 
format and illustrations to accompany the text should, ideally, be in the form of colour or black and white 
photographs or drawings or newspaper cuttings as JPEG files and as large as possible to give depth and 
quality. Captions must be provided as well as the attribution of copyright. Please note that it is the re-
sponsibility of the author to obtain copyright permissions. This includes Wikipedia and other internet re-
search references. 
 

Your name, address and telephone number should be included. A few lines of biographical information 
would always be welcome. 
 
All material for publication in the Newsletter should be sent to the Newsletter Editor: 
Alistair Graham Kerr.     ‘Casemate’, 7 Burgh Castle Marina, Butt Lane, Burgh Castle, Norfolk.  NR31 9PZ 

or 
psgeditor@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:ordnance.society@btinternet.com
mailto:psgeditor@hotmail.com
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING HELD ON SUNDAY 2 MAY 2021  

[On Microsoft Teams] 

 

The meeting commenced at 1030 am. Present: Trevor Parker (TP),  Nicholas Hall (NH),  Geoffrey Smith 

(GS),  Ian McKenzie (IMK), Alastair Fyfe (AF), Alistair Graham-Kerr (AGK), Nick Reed (NR).   

Apologies for absence were received from Graham Whittington. 

 

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 31st January 2021. The Minutes were proposed by TP; seconded AF; 

Agreed  

 

2. Matters arising. AGK asked if we should reprint missing volumes of the OSJ. It was noted that the 

whole run was available as pdf files, so could be printed off on demand; but possible problems in-

cluded binding and costs. AGK observed that the Fortress Study Group has managed such reprints. 

TP deferred discussion to Item 8. 

 

3. Chairman’s Report. TP introduced his report.  

FSG/PFS/OS webinars had been well received; he had clearance to offer links to previous presenta-

tions to OS members, and added a list of these to his weekly webinar reminder. 

TP also had had an e-mail discussion with member Nic Jenzen-Jones regarding his offer to publish 

collected volumes of our Journal (see Item 8). 

TP was delighted to welcome Alistair Graham-Kerr as our new Newsletter Editor and as a co-opted 

Board member. He had had discussions with AGK regarding content etc. TP was still looking into 

cloud storage for Dr Jim Schoenung’s DVD files. 

Most of his OS time was spent on the National Artillery Survey [NAS], launched on the OS website 

on March 27th, together with input/update forms; he had e-mailed curators and custodians of vari-

ous national institutions and museums with significant holdings. He had received good responses 

from The Muckleburgh Collection, English Heritage, National Army Museum and Royal Armouries 

but a surprisingly negative one from Chapel Bay Fort.  There has also been a very encouraging re-

sponse from individuals, especially AF.   

There have been two updates, on 8th and 22nd of April. 114 items had been listed at the launch and 

156 and 191 items respectively for the two updates. He had received a lot of new items but these 

were not yet uploaded; TP expected the next release to exceed 250 entries. There had been a sig-

nificant jump in views of our website page, as well as many of the other pages.  The number of 

British guns reported from overseas was also growing and he was building up a draft spreadsheet 

with a view to releasing this on our website in the future. 

4. Secretary's Report. NH observed that the main matter he had for discussion and resolution was our 

AGM this year. Should it be a virtual meeting; was there any possibility of a meeting in person, or a 

combination? Should it include, as previous AGMs have done, some talks/presentations?  

After full discussion, including possible costs and platforms [if it were to be an online meeting] it 

was considered that a great advantage of an online meeting was that it was just as easy for over-

seas members to join as those in the UK. There were costs even in having an actual AGM. Voting 

was possible for an online meeting. There might be a few members without IT but the advantages 

of an online meeting with Covid-19 still around, and lack of certainty about future regulations out-

weighed this. Any such members could vote on paper. Other societies and scholarly bodies had 
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found online meetings very satisfactory. Regarding date, the constitution gives us a plenty of time, 

7th November was suggested.  

 

NH proposed that the 2021 AGM be held online only, eg on Zoom, but with postal voting being 

available, seconded by TP. Agreed   

       And that, if practicable, the AGM should be similar in format to previous actual meetings in pro-

gramming some talks/presentations. 

TP proposed that an AGM working group be formed, seconded NH. Agreed   

       Membership to be TP, NH, NR. The Board felt it was essential to put it to all members that this 

year’s meeting be online only. Agreed  

Action: TP; AGK.  For an item on our website and if possible in the next Newsletter; working group 

to produce a proposal before the next meeting. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report. GS introduced his brief statement. A few new members had joined; there had 

been few transactions since our last meeting.  

GS requested one international payment via IM be looked into. Action: IM to find details and in-

form GS.  

International payment systems needed to be looked into; BACS was good but didn’t suit every-

body. PayPal is preferred by a lot of our members as their bank charges are so high for interna-

tional payments.  Action: GS, and to inform TP of possibilities.  

 

 

6. Membership Secretary’s Report. The OS had 176 members. IM had sent a draft of the proposed 

new membership spreadsheet [for the use of Board Members only] to TP.  

‘Members’ Interests’ was discussed. This had been deleted from our website following an earlier 

discussion. If the Board wished to reinstate, IM agreed to take on responsibility for providing the 

relevant information; if only for internal use, such information would be useful. Action: IM.  

 

7. Journal Editor’s Report. CW had kindly supplied his report: 

Volume 28 is planned to be published by the end of 2021. The following papers have been re-

ceived to date: 

• Erik R. Farrell – A Preliminary Analysis of Armaments from Shipwreck 31CR314: Queen Anne’s 

Revenge. 

• N.R. Jenzen-Jones - Hubris or Haplessness? The modernisation and loss of Afghanistan’s artil-

lery, 1869–1879. 

• Terry Gander - German Army Artillery Designations 1918-1945. 

• John Tomkinson - Gunpowder and the introduction of industrial charcoal. 

      Currently he was a little short of the number of papers required to complete the volume. Non-

binding promises of papers had been received. If all promises come to fruition, then there should 

be sufficient papers for the volume to be published at normal length. 

 

NJJ’s proposal for the publication of 'Collected Works' of the OSJ was discussed very fully. In sum-

mary, the meeting was concerned about the financial viability of this proposal and agreed not to 
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proceed. Other possibilities for working with NJJ were discussed, such as publication of the mas-

sive series of War Office ‘Lists of Changes…’ on our OS website. The meeting considered this a po-

tentially risky undertaking.  

Action: TP to write to NJ explaining the Board’s position with the possibility of looking into some 

future joint project.  

8. Newsletter Editor’s Report. AGK had made a few changes to the format of the N/L, for example 

with book reviews at the end. He was looking for suitable articles and would like to keep the N/L 

up to length – maximum 32 pages, minimum 24. 

The Board thanked AGK for taking on the N/L. 

 

9. Visits Secretary's Report. NG explained that due to the pandemic, not much could be done, but 

that, for example, he was planning another visit for us to the popular Vickers Collection of machine 

guns. 

10. Publicity Officer’s Report. NG explained the difficulties regarding FB. It seemed impossible to con-

tact a person at FB – the computerised system simply repeats that FB has permanently 

‘unpublished’ the OS page – no explanation and no appeal. It was a pity, since the page had helped 

raise the OS profile considerably. Although this might be due to FB’s automated anti-extremists 

programme it was curious that exactly the same content was posted on the Tank Museum’s page 

with no problems. 

NH observed that many museums and heritage organisations make good use of Instagram. NG 

agreed to investigate setting up an Instagram account instead. TP would publicise this on our web-

site. Action: NG. 

 

11. National Artillery Survey [NAS]. 

Already covered under 4. 

 

12. Any other business. None.  

 

13. Date of next meeting. 

Sunday 4th July  

 

The meeting closed at 1225 with thanks to NG for arranging it on MS Teams. 

 

Nicholas Hall 

Hon Secretary 

May 2021 
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STARTING GUNS? 

From Bill Clements 

 

On the banks of the Corrib River in Galway City there can be found two perfectly preserved examples of 

the 64-pdr 64-cwt Mk III RML gun mounted on naval carriages and slides. The guns were originally on the 

establishment of the RNR training battery based at Renmore Barracks, Galway and sited at the practice 

battery at Fairhill, Claddagh, just outside Galway city. The 

battery was established in the 1870s armed with a single 

32-pdr SB gun but was rearmed with the 64-pdr guns in 

1895. The two guns were manufactured at the Royal Gun 

Factory at Woolwich in 1866 and 1879 respectively. 

 

In 1906 the Admiralty made the decision to reduce the size 

of the Coastguard, which was responsible for RNR batter-

ies, and the Galway battery was closed in 1906. The two 64

-pdr guns were purchased by the Corrib Rowing Club and today, one hundred and fifteen years later, still 

stand, or rather sit, proudly in front of the club house. However it would seem that when the guns were 

sold somebody forgot to unload one of them! 
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I’ve always associated the machine gun with 

the trench warfare of WW1 and the seem-

ingly never-ending death toll that it inflict-

ed. I was aware, however, of earlier ante-

cedents. There was the Gatling gun, for ex-

ample, invented by Richard Gatling (1818-

1903), which was first used during the 

American Civil War. Here was one of the 

best-known of the early rapid-fire weapons.  

Imagine my surprise when I recently discov-

ered that there was something very much 

earlier than even this: the so called Puckle 

gun, patented 300 years ago in May 1718   

(a century before the birth of the American 

Gatling) and attributed to one James Puckle (1667- 1724), a native of Norwich. That Norfolk has a tradi-

tion of ‘Puckles’ was confirmed by a glance at the 1891 Census, which confirmed that some 6% By Ste-

phen Roberts of UK Puckles hailed from the county at that time. I needed to get my research head on 

(then keep it well down in case of rapid-fire!)  

Not a great deal is known about Puckle. He was a versatile chap, an inventor, lawyer and writer, who ap-

pears to have gravitated to London, where there was more action to be had. It was here where he would 

die in his late-50s. His chief claim to fame is his development of the ‘Defence Gun’, which is rather better 

known as his eponymous Puckle gun, which has been described as, ‘a large revolving cannon weapon’. 

For Puckle, who began inventing during the 1700s, this was to be the most famous of his designs. His first 

recorded arms invention was some kind of sword, although how this might have differed from other 

swords is not known to us today.  

The gun was a multi-shot weapon mounted on a stand that was capable of firing at a rate of nine shots or 

rounds per minute. That might not sound particularly ‘rapid’ given that those WW1 machine guns could 

fire up to 600 bullets in a minute, but bear in mind that in the early 18th century the average musketeer 

could only fire off five rounds in a minute (and that’s if he knew what he was doing). The Puckle gun po-

tentially ‘more or less’ doubled the rate of fire: the uninitiated on the receiving end would not have 

known what had hit them. Puckle’s gun was one of the first to be labelled with the generic name of 

‘machine gun’, although its ‘modus operandi’ did not really match the modern version. It underwent its 

first trials at Woolwich in 1717.  

1718 was the standout year when his creation was patented and trialled with the British Army. Mounted 

on a tripod like a telescope, the weapon was effectively a single-barrel flintlock, but with a multi-shot re-

volving cylinder that gave it its reloading edge. Puckle had invented it primarily for naval use, as a gun 

that could be deployed to prevent boarding during a sea battle. That barrel was three feet long, with a 

bore of 1.25 inches (or 32 mm). The cylinder was pre-loaded and ready to go. The chief feature, a revolv-

ing chamber that fed rounds into the gun’s chamber, was a stride in the direction of automatic weaponry: 

The Puckle Gun By Stephen Roberts.  
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what held the gun back was its dependence on the clumsy and unreliable flintlock ignition that was preva-

lent at the time. Often an inventor needs luck and timing as well as inspiration, and Puckle was constrained 

by existing technology. The gun was ahead of its time and therefore could not overcome the drawback of 

existing technology lagging behind. The unreliable flintlock mechanism appears to have been the reason 

why the gun was not approved for government use.  

The patent makes for interesting reading, as it tells us plenty about not just the gun, but the world it was 

designed for. Puckle’s specification (3rd edition) states boldly that the gun was for, ‘defending King George 

(1st), your country and lawes (sic),’ and, ‘defending yourselves and (the) Protestant cause.’ It was intended 

for, ‘bridges, breaches, lines and passes, ships, boats, houses and other places.’ The patent emphasised 

that the gun could, ‘be made to discharge grande (sic) shells as well as bullets’. Intriguingly Puckle was to 

demonstrate two versions of his gun, one for use against Christian opposition, the other (rather heinously) 

designed to take out Muslim Turks (this at a time when Christians were quite often fighting one another, 

but the Turks were regarded as a threat to the whole of Western Christendom). The Christians would have 

‘civilised’ round bullets fired at them, whilst the poor Turks would face extremely damaging square bullets. 

Nasty. This was supposedly to demonstrate to the Turks the benefits of Christian ‘civilisation’ (cough, 

cough). The Turks were making headway in the Mediterranean where they would raid and board foreign 

ships (hence the perceived naval use of the Puckle gun).  

The failure to get the British government onside did not prevent Puckle from trying to market his gun, of 

course, and he effectively went private, setting up a company in 1721 to try and achieve sales. It would 

not, however, be a commercial success.  

Unfortunately for Puckle his gun attracted few investors and would never achieve large-scale sales to the 

British military. One leaflet of the period took a swipe by declaring that the gun, ‘only wounded those who 

held shares therein’ (in the pocket presumably). The ambitious business venture could only be labelled a 

failure. There didn’t seem to be anything wrong with the gun, which performed well during testing, but 

conservative Army officers disliked the new-fangled armament, perhaps preferring to see men engaged in 

single combat, or still trusting in the ability of a cavalry charge to sweep the enemy from the battlefield.  

It was a shame for Puckle who was among 

the first to satisfy the rigours of the new pa-

tent system. Apparently it was during the 

reign of Queen Anne (1702-1714) that those 

filing patents became obliged to describe in 

writing the new invention and the manner in 

which it worked. You wonder what hap-

pened prior to this: it sounds like you could 

apply for a patent without providing any 

proof that the thing actually worked.  

Anyway, notwithstanding that particular 

little debate, Puckle jumped through the 

hoops, his patent (number 418) being 

among the first to satisfy this new rigour. 

Much good it did him.  
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There were subscribers, though. John Montagu, 

2nd Duke of Montagu, and Master-General of 

the Ordnance (so a man with a vested interest) is 

said to have purchased at least two for an expe-

dition of 1722 (an ill-fated foray to try and colo-

nise St Lucia and St Vincent with a view to sugar 

production). Even though Puckle advertised the 

gun in several newspapers, there were few other 

takers. ‘One rapid-fire cannon, unused, still in 

original wrapping, guaranteed to decimate ene-

my, enquiries to James Puckle Esq.’ (my words).  

I wanted to see what a Puckle gun might have 

looked like, so headed to the south coast, to the maritime museum at Buckler’s Hard (Hampshire). Here, I 

found a replica of the fiendish weapon. Those original Montagu guns are still around it seems, at two 

different Montagu homes, one of them having once been loaned to the Tower of London. Amongst the 

information is a large copy of a playing card of the time, which states, ‘a rare invention to destroy the 

crowd of fools at home instead of foes abroad: fear not my friends, this terrible machine, they’re only 

wounded that have shares therein.’ Ouch! That nasty feature of different shells for different opponents is 

also here. ‘Round bullets against Christians. Square bullets against Turks.’ Devilishly devious.  

I would have liked to have said that 

Puckle was the first, but this certainly 

wouldn’t be true. The first weapons to 

have the ability to fire multiple shots 

from a single barrel, without manual re-

load, were developed in the late 16th 

century, so well over a century before 

Puckle came along. One example is the 8

-chambered matchlock ‘revolver’, de-

signed in Nuremberg, Germany, around 

1580. There had, in fact, been attempts 

from the introduction of firearms in the 

Middle Ages, to design a weapon that could fire more than one shot without reloading. Nevertheless, 

Puckle’s gun was one of the ancestors, one of the distant building blocks that led inexorably to the car-

nage of the Western Front. For that we should not be grateful.  

As for Puckle’s literary outpouring, which doesn’t seem to have been quite as prolific as his bullet offer-

ing, his best known work was ‘The Club’, described as a moral dialogue between father and son. Puckle 

seems to have had many interests, as he also scribed on the subjects of wool and fishing, which seem 

about as far removed from machine guns as it’s possible to be. 

 

© Stephen Roberts. Originally printed in the Norfolk & Suffolk Life Magazine June 2018 
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Above; A more modern 

version of the Firing 

Mechanism. 
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You always know when a 
piece of military kit is any 
good or at least useful 
because the first thing the 
MOD tries to do is to get 
rid of it. You also knew 
that when the MOD re-
moved the tin opener 
from of the 24 hour ration 
pack that things could on-
ly go down hill, it was the 
only piece of equipment 
in the whole of the British Army that actually worked and didn’t need REME support! The M72A1 66 mm 
LAW (Light Anti Tank Weapon), or ‘Sixty-Six’ to the initiated, was just one of those items. 

The Sixty-Six is a recoilless, one-shot, shoulder launched, unguided anti-tank rocket and unlike its Russian 
counterpart, the RPG-7, it is disposable. That means that instead of carrying one weapon and a plethora 
of rockets to be fired by one member of the rifle section, everyone can carry one. It’s light, it’s cheap and 
portable, and it was so good it is rumoured that the Russians copied the warhead for use on the RPG-7. 
The Russians have also produced a very similar version in the form of the RPG-18. The early versions of 
the Sixty-Six were less than reliable, however thorough testing in the hellfire cauldron of Vietnam pro-
duced a number of improvements, hence the A1, A2 etc suffixes. 

The warhead of the Sixty-Six is a shaped charge, primarily used for penetrating armour plating, which 
equated to approximately 300 mm of steel plate on a good day, depending on angle of penetration. It was 
used to great effect during the Falklands campaign as one of a selection of ‘Sanger Busters’, the others 
being the Carl Gustav 84 mm and the MILAN. After the Falkland’s it fell out of favour as the powers that 
be decided that it was too light to take out a Warsaw Pact T-72, so along with the old Charlie G, it was re-
placed by the 94 mm LAW 80 (Light Anti-armour Weapon 1980); which was essentially a super sized Sixty-
Six. The LAW 80 has the advantage of an integral spotting rifle and can penetrate 700 mm of armour, 
again on a good day. 

Fast forward to present day Afghanistan where a problem has arisen in the fact that using the LAW 80 or 
a Javelin ATGW to take out a Taleban gunman in a mud hut is something akin to over-kill, it also had a ten-
dency to obliterate the mud hut which does little for endearing Allied forces to the local population. The 
MOD has therefore issued an UOR (Urgent Operational Requirement) for a LASM (Light Anti Structures 
Missile) and their call has been answered in the form of the M72A9. Although outwardly similar to the 
Sixty-Six the LASM uses a different warhead, which carries 1 kg of HE instead of a shaped charge, this 
makes for a more useful weapon as the Taleban have few armoured vehicles. 

So there you have it, although the LASM differs in comparison to the Sixty-Six LAW they do still have a lot 
in common, and both can be used. You always know when a piece of military kit is any good or at least 
useful because the first thing the MOD tries to do is to get rid of it for busting Sanger’s. It could therefore 
be argued that had the MOD kept the original Sixty-Six in the inventory, there would’ve been no need to 
issue a UOR as the right kit would’ve been ready to hand in sufficient quantities. In addition to this, as the 
LASM was purchased using a UOR, because of this the unit cost is undoubtedly higher than if it was pur-
chased during peace time, such is the nature of the beast. Like I said earlier, it’s just like the tin opener. 

Added by ThinkDefence 

The M72A9 LASM reportedly uses a slower burning insensitive explosive (PBX-6) encased in a heavy alu-
minium casing to ensure that structures are destroyed with minimal fragmentation. Supplied by Nammo 
Tally in the USA it is an interim weapon until the Anti Structure Munition comes into service. The ASM is a 
much larger weapon with a correspondingly greater effect although it may be used alongside the LASM. 

Same Difference – The 66 is Back 

                   By Ace Rimmer ©ThinkDefence 

                                                                03/2009 
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Gate Guns 3. from Alastair Fyfe 
 
====================================================== 
JEDBURGH CASTLE 
 
====================================================== 
 
On a hill at the southern end of the town of Jedburgh is the site of 
the 12th century castle which was finally demolished in the 15th 
century. In 1823 a castellated building was erected on the site as one of new Howard reform prisons. This 
closed in 1880 and the building eventually reopened in 1968 as Jedburgh Castle Jail and Museum. Stand-
ing outside the main entrance are a pair of small cannon mounted on iron carriages of rather artistic de-
sign. Each barrel is prominently marked “JEDBURGH FOUNDRY” in raised letters. Although these cannon 
do not look very convincing as weapons, it appears that they have fired a royal salute- The Jedburgh Ga-
zette of the 22nd of August 1947 contains a short article called “An Earlier Royal Visit” which recalls a re-
port in the Border Magazine of the visit of Queen Victoria to Jedburgh in the summer of 1867. 
 

“Great preparations had been made in the Royal Burgh to accord her Majesty as an enthusiastic a 
reception as possible. ….. The arrival of Queen Victoria in Bondgate at ten minutes past twelve was 
the signal for resounding peals of lusty cheers from the crowds of loyal subjects who had assembled 
…. to see the first sovereign who had visited the town for centuries. Simultaneously, the reverbera-
tions of the cannon, firing the salute of 21 rounds under the care of Will Watson the iron-founder, 
were heard from the vicinity of the castle. Having been tested up the Jed a short time previous, a 
pair of cannons which Watson himself had cast at Hope’s Foundry in view of the royal visit had 
proved quite satisfactory; and the pieces of ordnance are now kept in the inner grounds of Jedburgh 
Castle – each stamped with the inscription “August 23, 1867” and Jedburgh Foundry”. 

 
 
 
 

Another use of cannon at Jedburgh was the firing of a 
“miniature cannon” to mark the commencement of 
the Jedburgh Games each year. This was described as 
a small contraption ... filled with a charge of powder 
and fired by means of a fuse on the end of a long pole. 
In 1935 this caused two separate accidents when 
members of the audience were slightly injured. News-
paper photo from the Sunday Post, 14th July 1935. 
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‘Puppchen’....The Raketenwerfer 43.  

from Rob Morgan 

This photo was taken almost ten years ago, on a visit to the Musee 

de Blindes, the wonderful French Tank Museum at Saumur- just as 

brilliant an ordnance experience of course. The weapon stands in 

the gallery of WWII Axis material, and is one of the smallest and 

most compact exhibits on display. The term ‘puppchen’ means 

‘dolly’ and this nickname may be due to its size. The ‘43’ looks low 

and effective, and lethal. It was designed to deliver an 88mm hollow 

charge anti-tank rocket and looks just like a small wheeled artillery 

piece. Though not a gun, it looked like one, with a shield, it moved 

on wheels ( or skis in Winter) and could be broken down for pack 

transport- it weighed little over 100kg, and could be very easily man-

handled. It had a box trail incidentally, on which the ‘gunner’ actual-

ly sat- the wheels could be removed too. There was a breech sys-

tem, but no recoil mechanism was needed. The firer gripped two 

handles and aimed by looking down the barrel, the sights were 

basic, elevation and traverse fairly limited, and combat range was 

said to be around 220 metres.  

When it arrived at the front in Spring 1943, it’s rate of fire was 

claimed to be as many as 8 to 10 rockets a minute, but for anti-tank use its only real purpose, this must 

have been significantly fewer to achieve consistent hits. Unfortunately, as soon as the ‘dolly’ entered ser-

vice, it was obsolete! The Germans had captured numbers of US made ‘bazookas’ in the Tunisian Cam-

paign, and recognised this was a far cheaper and less complex way to kill tanks...with what one writer 

called, ‘a rocket-firing drainpipe’. The Germans stopped manufacturing the complex ‘43’ almost immedi-

ately, but those examples which had been manufactured were issued and saw active service until the 

war’s end. It was a popular weapon in the Italian Campaign because it was easy to operate, and because 

it could be easily concealed, and moved.  

 

The 8.8 cm Raketenwerfer 43 

being inspected by Allied troops. 

Note the presence of the wrong 

ammunition. 

Projectile in the image held by 

officer is RPzB. Gr. 4322 electri-

cally primed with long tail boom, 

meant for Panzerschreck. Rake-

tenwerfer 43 projectile RPzB. Gr. 

4312 is percussion primed and 

tail boom is shorter. ©Wikipedia. 
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Look What We Found - After being lost nearly 57 years  

You would think a metal detector would have easily located this chunk of metal! Near Tybee Island, in 

Georgia USA  

AMATEUR DIVERS FIND LONG-LOST NUCLEAR WARHEAD  

By Barbara Johnson 

 

Savannah, GA: A couple of tourists from London, Ontario in Canada made a surprising discovery while 

scuba diving in Wassaw Sound recently, a small bay located off the southern shores of Typee Island, 

GA. Jason Sutter and Christina Murray were admiring the marine life of the area when they stumbled 

upon a Mark 15 thermonuclear bomb that had been lost by the United States Air Force more than 57 

years ago.  

One of the more notable mishaps involving a B-47 occurred on 5 February 1958 near Savannah, Georgia, 

in the so-called 1958 Tybee Island B-47 crash. A B-47 based at Homestead AFB, Florida, was engaged in a 

simulated combat exercise against an F-86 fighter. As was the practice at the time, the B-47 was carrying 

a single 7,600 lb (3,400 kg) Mark 15 nuclear bomb, without its core. During this exercise, the two aircraft 

collided. The F-86 crashed after the pilot 

ejected, while the B-47 suffered substan-

tial damage, including loss of power in 

one outboard engine. After three unsuc-

cessful landing attempts at Hunter Air 

Force Base, the bomber pilot had to 

"safe" soft drop the Mark 15 weapon off 

the coast of Savannah, Georgia near 

Tybee Island, after which the B-47 landed 

safely. Despite an extensive nine-month 

search, the unarmed bomb was never 

found. 

 

The couple from London, Ontario, was on a two week vacation in Georgia and Florida to practice their 

favorite hobby, scuba diving, when they decided to dive near the shores of Tybee Island. While admiring 

the plants and fishes near the sea floor, they noticed a large cylindrical item partially covered by sand. 

They investigated the object and found out that it was actually a sort of bomb or missile, so they decided 

to contact the authorities. “I noticed an object that looked like a large metal cylinder, which I thought was 

an oil barrel” says Jason Sutter. “When I dug it up a bit, I noticed that it was actually a lot bigger and that 

there was some writing on the side. When I saw the inscription saying that it was a Mk-15 nuclear bomb, I 

totally freaked out. I caught Chritina by the arm and made signs to tell her we had to leave. We made an 

emergency ascent, went back to shore and then we called 911.”  

The couple is still shocked after their frightening discovery and say they will avoid diving for the rest of 

their trip. Rapidly understanding the gravity of the situation, the 911 operator contacted every possible 

emergency service, including the coast guard and the military, leading to the deployment of more than 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1958_Tybee_Island_B-47_crash
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homestead_AFB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_F-86_Sabre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_15_nuclear_bomb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter_Air_Force_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter_Air_Force_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savannah,_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savannah,_Georgia
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711187492%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711187492%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711197449%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711197449%7C
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20 ships and 1500 men in the area. Using the GPS coordinates given by the couple, they rapidly located 

the powerful 3.8 megaton bomb. An unmanned submarine was sent to determine the condition of the 

bomb, before explosive experts were sent to disarm it. Fortunately, the thermonuclear weapon produced 

in 1955 seemed in sufficiently good shape for a team of Navy seals  to try to defuse it. They successfully 

deactivated the warhead after hours of strenuous work, allowing the rest of the bomb to be removed.  

The delicate recovery operation took more than 48 hours, but the bomb was finally recovered and trans-

ported to Mayport Naval Station in Florida. A full set of tests and analysis will now be performed on the 

warhead to evaluate its actual state and the possible ecological and health hazard that its presence in the 

bay for 57 years could represent.  

Navy explosive ordnance Disposal technicians spent nearly five hours working on the warhead before 

they were able to extract the detonator and the uranium core of the weapon, allowing the fuselage to be 

moved. The federal and state authorities were well-aware that a nuclear warhead had been lost in the 

area in the 1950′s and had never been recovered, but no efforts had been done for years to recover it. It 

was lost on the night of February 5, 1958, when a B-47B Stratojet bomber assigned to Homestead AFB, FL 

carrying the 7,600-pound hydrogen bomb on a simulated combat mission at 36,000 feet altitude off the 

coast of Georgia collided with an 

F-86L-50 Saberjet fighter as-

signed to the 444th FIS, Charles-

ton AFB, SC. The radar scope on 

the F-86L fighter was defective 

and did not show the B-47B 

bomber on its screen causing the 

pilot Lt. Clarence A. Stewart, to 

ascend directly into Richardson's 

aircraft. The collision ripped the 

left wing off the F-86H and se-

verely damaged the starboard 

wing of the B-47B bomber, tear-

ing off the starboard fuel tank 

and leaving its number six engine 

partially dislodged. The bomber’s 

pilot, Maj. Howard Richardson, 

was instructed by the Home-

stead Air Force Base in Florida to 

jettison the H-bomb before 

attempting to land. Richardson 

dropped the bomb into the shal-

low waters of Wassaw Sound, 

near the mouth of the Savannah 

River, where he believed the 

bomb would be swiftly recov-

ered.  

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711197449%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711197449%7C
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https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711237276%7C
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The crew of the B-47B bomber were (from left) pilot, Maj. Howard 

Richardson; co-pilot, 1/Lt. Robert J. Lagerstrom and radar navigator, 

Capt. Leland Woolard.  Richardson's cool thinking in the cockpit 

helped prevent a possible catastrophic crash of the plane.   

Major Richardson was instructed to made an emergency landing at 

the nearest SAC base, Hunter AFB, in Savannah, Georgia. He made a 

single approach at high speed to keep the dangling engine pod from 

dragging on the runway, touching down at ~180 knots. Brakes were 

applied and braking chute deployed. The plane skipped off the run-

way, then settled. The airframe was written off.  

Lieutenant Stewart ejected from the F-86L at altitude, experiencing a 20 minute descent before landing 

in a swamp near Estill, SC, suffering from frostbite and exposure before being rescued four hours later. 

He spent several weeks recovering in a hospital in Charleston, S.C. The fuselage of the F-86L-50 impacted 

near Sylvania, Georgia.  

For the following six weeks, the Air Force 

looked for the bomb without success. Under-

water divers scoured the depths, troops 

tromped through nearby salt marshes, and a 

USN blimp hovered over the area attempting to 

spot a hole or crater in the beach or swamp. 

The search was finally abandoned and the 

bomb remained hidden for more than 57 years 

until recently when the (unlucky) couple stum-

bled upon it.  

B-47B Stratojet Bomber Grissom Air Museum. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711247231%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711247231%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711247231%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711247231%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711306966%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711306966%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711306966%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711306966%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711306966%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711306966%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711316923%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711316923%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711316923%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711316923%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldnewsdailyreport.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fcanadians.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8433990fe0344f2a298b08d917bae340%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637566913711326878%7C
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Segovia RMLs 

From Nicholas Hall 

I was fortunate to visit historic Segovia last December. Where I saw 
the Alcazar at Toledo only from the outside, where there were two 
large barrels buried muzzle down. Obviously I could not measure the 
calibre. However, I discovered on my return that they were Spanish 
Model 1872 21 cm Coast Defence Rifled Muzzle Loading, howitzers.  

It appears that the M72 had a cast iron barrel, hooped with steel,  
carrying the trunnion ring and elevating segment. I noted Trubia, the 
name of the Spanish arsenal where these howitzers were built, was 
inscribed. Also the mysterious letters O H R S on the barrels,          
mysterious at least to me. Fortunately, the answer to a query in the 
Ordnance Society Newsletter 53 [Jan 2001], provided by Dag 
Sundkuist and Dennis Quarmby explained all:  O: obus – shell; Hierro 
– iron; R: rayado – rifled; S: sunchado – hooped. Many M72s were 
built, mostly for Spain’s overseas possessions.  

 
The nominal weight of the barrel was 6,000 kg. It was loaded with 5.8 
kg of propellant to fire an 80.2 kg shell, containing a bursting charge 
of 5 kg. Muzzle velocity was 231 metres per second, range 5,000 m. 
The purpose was presumably to use plunging fire to attack enemy 
warships whose decks were not heavily armoured. A battery of nine 
21 cm Model 72s remains on its original mountings in Cuba, outside 
the restaurant ‘La Divina Pastora’.  
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Cod War Hotchkiss 
By Geoff Smith 

 
The Cod Wars were a series of conflicts between Brit-
ain and Iceland over fishing rights. Largely forgotten in 
Britain, it is well remembered in Iceland and the Rey-
kjavik Maritime Museum displays the slogan "In Cod 
We Trust" and examples of trawl cutters. 
 
The modern conflict took place in three stages over 
20 years: 1958–61, 1972–73 and 1975–76, the last of 
a series of ten dating from the fifteenth century and 
the twentieth century dispute originated when Ice-
land expanded their territorial waters first to four and 
then to twelve miles, significantly reducing traditional 
British fishing grounds. 
  
There was a great deal of brinkmanship and superb 
seamanship on both sides. Trawls were regularly cut 
but the nearest to a 'hot war'  came in July 1974 when 
Forester, which had been fishing inside the 12mile  
limit, was shelled and captured by the Icelandic gun-
boat Þór (Thor) after a 100nm pursuit. Two, (non-
explosive) shells damaged the engine room and a wa-
ter tank. Forrester was towed to Iceland and eventual-
ly released after lengthy  negotiations. 
 
Total casualties in the conflict were one sailor killed 
by a cut hawser and considerable damaged paintwork 
and invective on both sides. 
 
Iceland deployed four patrol vessels  Óðinn,  Þór, Týr, 
and  Ægir) armed at that time with 3pdr Hotchkiss 
guns. One, I believe Thor, is preserved at the muse-
um.  Ægir was later re-equipped with 40mm Bofors 
and the others probably followed. 
 
 At the little fishing port of Ísafjörður at the North 
West extremity of Iceland is a small museum and out-
side stands a memorial to men of the Arctic Convoys 
and one of the remaining original guns. Two things in 
particular struck me; the sights are still in situ and the 
right hand recoil gear is marked as being made in the 
Royal Carriage Department, Portsmouth - the home of 
the British Navy ! 
 
Is this the most Northerly surviving British gun? 
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Dr Rob Morgan’s Snippets … 

1. A Gun-Sight. 
Harold Hart’s “Weapons & Armor”, the freely copyable 
artists resource published in New York by Dover some 20+ 
years ago is full of surprises. One is shown here. It comes 
from the catalogue of Bannerman's which was in the late 
1800’s a sort of second hand military warehouse selling all 
sorts of material from cannon to signal flags. This device 
turned up in the list around 1875, I believe.  
 
It’s described quite simply as a wind gauge gunsight, and has 
a sturdy leather carrying case with it. How on earth does it 
work ? The gun sight part might be fairly straightforward to 
explain, but the wind gauge?           
                                                                   Can anyone help ? 
 
2. An article worth reading…. 
The May 2021 issue of 'The Mariner's Mirror' the Society for Nautical Research Journal, contains ( pp138-
146) an article by Professor David Cressy of Ohio State University entitled "The Liberty and the London: 
Fishing for guns 1650-1665". It deals with the subject of salvage of guns lost at sea in tidal waters during 
the Restoration period, specifically from the Liberty ( formerly the Charles) lost off Harwich, and the Lon-
don which blew up in the Thames in 1665. Cressy worked from the examination of contemporary reports 
and a significant amount of ordnance was recovered from both sites, the latter warship having been re-
discovered in recent years and worked on again.                      An interesting article.  
 
3. Diana or (Deana) was a frigate of the Imperial Russian Navy. She was built in 1853, and was the flag-
ship of the Russian explorer Yevfimy Putyatin when he visited Japan in 1854 to negotiate what would be-
come the Treaty of Shimoda. Putyatin's fleet was damaged in a tsunami, following the powerful Ansei-
Tōkai earthquake of 23 December 1854. Diana was spun round 42 times on its moorings and was so badly 
damaged that it sank in a later storm in the bay of Miyajima-mura, while sailing from Shimoda to Heda for 
repairs. 
 
Three hundred Japanese carpenters worked with the Russian sailors to build a Western-style ship in two 
months, with the help of plans salvaged from Diana. They eventually built a two-masted schooner, 
named Heda, displacing 100 tons, with a length of 24 metres (79 ft). The ship was named in honour of 
Heda for their assistance in its construction. The Japanese government would later order the construction 
of six vessels similar to the Heda to help develop a maritime fleet comparable to those of western pow-
ers. From Wikipedia. Photograph from my daughter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Russian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flagship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flagship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yevfimy_Putyatin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Shimoda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsunami
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1854_Ansei-T%C5%8Dkai_earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1854_Ansei-T%C5%8Dkai_earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Miyajima-mura&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shimoda,_Shizuoka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heda,_Shizuoka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schooner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heda_(schooner)
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A HEAVY CAST IRON CHINESE CANNON OF CONSIDERABLE AGE 
WITH CHINESE... 
 

177 A heavy cast iron Chinese cannon of considerable age with Chinese characters in relief twin vents 

with reinforced bands, with trunnions, size of bore approx. 1 1/2", approx. 30" long and approx. 9" across 

trunnions. 

 

 

178 A heavy cast iron Chinese cannon of considerable age with Chinese characters in relief with rein-

forced breech with protruding cascabel and raised bands, approx. bore 2", approx. 37 1/2" long. 

 

 

Both lots were from a Private Collection with a estimate of £900-£1200 guide.  

Sold at Durrants on 4th June 2021. 
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I wondered what this cannon was? 
From Frank Garie, Oz. 
 
Just in case ye folke have not 
previously seen the attached foto, 
here ‘tis. 
I wonder if the smoothbore gun 
depicted in the foto is still there? 
Internet illustrations are full of trees. 
Perhaps members can identify the 
gun please? 
  
I found the foto at p.151 of the book 
“The Wonderful Story of the Sea”, ed. 
By Harold Wheeler, Odhams Press 
Ltd., London, c.1938 
   
The tower was erected to commemo-
rate “the fourth century of the discov-
ery of America” by John Cabot. It is on 
Brandon Hill, Bristol. 
 

*** 
 
My own research tells of two cannon 
around the base of the tower, one of 
which is shown below as Postcard. Ed 
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A History of the Small Arms made by the Sterling Armament 
Company (Hardback) 

By James Edmiston, David Howroyd, Peter Laidler 
Imprint: Pen & Sword Military 
Pages: 352 
Illustrations: 32 colour & 350 black and white illustrations 
ISBN: 9781526773302 
Already published. Prices from £40.00 

An in-depth history of the small arms made by the Sterling Company of 
Dagenham, Essex, England, from 1940 until Sterling was purchase by 
British Aerospace in 1989 and closed. The Lanchester and the Patchett Ma-

chine Carbines were both developed at Sterling Engineering Co Ltd during World War II. With the appear-
ance of the earliest Patchett prototypes the military began testing them in ever more rigorous trials, 
wherein the Patchett kept proving its merits. This led to limited UK adoption of the MkII Patchett as the 
L2A1 in 1953, and the ‘first Sterling’, the MkII, as the L2A2 in 1955. 
 
Then came Sterling’s ‘Crown Jewel’, the superb Mk4, adopted as the general-issue UK ‘Gun, Sub-Machine, 
L2A3’ in September, 1955. Manufactured briefly but intensively by ROF Fazakerley (1955-1959) and by 
Sterling for over 30 years, nearly 4000,000 were made. Unlike wraparound bolt designs like the UZI, the 
Sterling was capable of being truly silenced with standard 9mm ball ammunition (as opposed to being 
merely ‘supressed). The excellent silenced Sterling-Patchett Mk5, adopted as the UK L34A1 in 1967, is the 
only Sterling remaining in British Service. 
 
All prototypes, military Marks, commercial and licensed production models of the Sterling are described, 
including the Canadian C1 SMG and the Indian 1A Carbine. Contains notes on manufacturing methods 
and procedures as used at Sterling, ROF Fazakerley, Canadian Arsenals Limited and the Indian Small Arms 
Factory, Kanpur (Cawnpore), plus extensive notes on inter-model interchangeability, serial number rang-
es, quantities produced, client-country purchases of the various Sterling Marks, and accessories.  

The contents show in four Parts; starting with Part I, the Military Sterling starting with an introduction 
with 8 chapters. The book is well illustrated with plans and detail as well as a number of photos bringing 
back memories of my TAVR days in the 1970’s. Part II looks at the Commonwealth Sterlings, in two chap-
ters followed by, Part III the Late Commercial Sterlings in four chapters. Finally Part IV covers the Armour-
ers Talk Shop in four chapters, that include the bayonet variations followed by various magazines adapted 
and used. 

Did you know that foresight on the Mk7C gun is identical to the short stubby blade fitted to the Mk7A, 
but for the Mk7C gun, the Sterling engineers used the higher Mk5/L34 backsight leaf, which features the 
Patchett designed multi-hole sniping leaf with standard hole on the other leaf, both calibrated for 100 
yards, Like the Mk6, the commercial Mk7C gun could be ordered with two 3”’-diameter threaded tele-
scope rail studs fitted 6” apart on the top of the casing, to which the telescope mounting rail could be 
attached to accept either a 12mm or 20mm diameter telescope tube. Sterling suggested that the follow-
ing telescopes were suited for fitting to these guns. 

• Sterling De-Luxe rubber-armoured 3 - 9 x 32 
• Sterling De-Luxe rubber-armoured 4 x 40 
• Hakko electro-point 
• Aimpoint 
• Singlepoint 
A interesting book for those with memories and/or an interest in Small Arms. 
                                                                                                                                                       AGK 

https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/James-Edmiston/a/1659
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/David-Howroyd/a/3915
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/Peter-Laidler/a/3914
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/Pen-Sword-Military/i/3
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Bayonet to Barrage (Hardback) 

Weaponry on the Victorian Battlefield 

 

By Dr Stephen Manning 
Imprint: Pen & Sword Military 
Pages: 240 
Illustrations: 30 black and white 
ISBN: 9781526777218 
Already published:  Price from £25.00 

 

How did technical advances in weaponry alter the battlefield during the reign of Queen Victoria? In 1845, 
in the first Anglo-Sikh War, the outcome was decided by the bayonet; just over fifty years later, in the sec-
ond Boer War, the combatants were many miles apart. How did this transformation come about, and 
what impact did it have on the experience of the soldiers of the period? Stephen Manning, in this meticu-
lously researched and vividly written study, describes the developments in firepower and, using the first-
hand accounts of the soldiers, shows how their perception of battle changed. 
 
Innovations like the percussion and breech-loading rifle influenced the fighting in the Crimean War of the 
1850s and the colonial campaigns of the 1870s and 1880s, in particular in the Anglo-Zulu War and the 
wars in Egypt and Sudan. The machine gun was used to deadly effect at the Battle of Omdurman in 1898, 
and equally dramatic advances in artillery took warfare into a new era of tactics and organisation. 

An interesting read in how weapons and tactics change as do enemies. Showing the British Army at its 
best in expanding the British Empire during the Victorian period.   
 
Stephen Manning’s work provides the reader with an accurate and fascinating insight into a key aspect of 
nineteenth-century military history. The contents are broken down into seven chapters each covering 
specific periods of military combat, before its conclusion ‘ Lessons Forgotten’ followed by notes, bibliog-
raphy and the index. 

1. The Bayonet - Sobroan, 10 February 1846 

2. Percussion Rifled Muskets - The Crimean War, 1854—6 

3. Breech-loading Rifles - Amoaful, 31 January 1874 

4. The Martini-Henry Rifle - Gingindlovu, 2 April 1879 

5. The War of Bayonet and Fire - The Sudan Campaigns, 1884—5 

6. Technological Slaughter - Omdurman, 2 September 1898 

7. Barrage - Pieter’s Hill, 27 February 1900 

Dr Stephen Manning is an Honorary Research Fellow in the History Department at the University of Exeter 
and has made a special study of Victorian military history. In addition to publishing many articles in aca-
demic journals he has written several books including Evelyn Wood VC: Pillar of Empire, Soldiers of the 
Queen, Quebec: The Story of Three Sieges, The Martini-Henry Rifle and Bayonet to Barrage: Weaponry on 
the Victorian Battlefield.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                        AGK 

https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/Dr-Stephen-Manning/a/825
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/Pen-Sword-Military/i/3
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British Naval Weapons of World War Two   
Edited by Norman Friedman 
 
The John Lambert Collection, Volumes; I Destroyer Weapons. Has 240 

pages with 180 Illustrations,  II Escort and Minesweeper Weapons. Has 

240 pages with 150 Illustrations,  & III: Coastal Forces Weapons. Has 208 

pages with 120 Plans and 50 b/w photos. All are Hardback.   

 

This Volume (III), Has Illustrations: 120 plans, 50 b/w photos 

ISBN: 9781526777102  

 

John Lambert was a renowned naval draughtsman, whose plans were highly valued for their accuracy and 

detail by modelmakers and enthusiasts. By the time of his death in 2016 he had produced over 850 

sheets of drawings, many of which have never been published. These have now been acquired by Sea-

forth and this is the first of a planned series of albums on selected themes, reproducing complete sheets 

at a large page size, with an expert commentary and captioning. N Friedman. 

 

This splendid large format quality book provides a tribute to the late Hugh John Lambert and his extraor-

dinary comprehensive range of master plans of naval ordnance; he produced over 850 sheets of draw-

ings, many of which have never been published. Seaforth intend to put that right and this first volume 

focuses on British destroyer weapons of World War II. Lambert died three years ago and the book in-

cludes a full obituary. Norman Friedman, one of the foremost authorities on twentieth century naval 

weaponry, has written a very good fifty-three page scene setter by way of an introduction. It provides a 

first class overview of British destroyer development and their weapons, mostly their guns, from the peri-

od before World War I up to 1945, illustrated by over fifty photographs. This is followed by 176 pages of 

weapon, mostly guns but also systems plans, beginning with ten pages of basic destroyer plans (‘S’ series) 

of HM Ships: Whitehall (1924), Harvester (1940), Matabele (1939), Napier (1940), Quilliam (1939) and 

Caesar (1944). The hundred sheets of original drawings have had to be reduced significantly to fit into and 

across the double page presentations, which inevitably reduces their readability and the expert may re-

quire magnifying glasses for full study. Nevertheless this section is the core of this book and the drawings 

are very fine. They start with the ‘G’ series main armament, 4-inch to 4.7-inch, followed by secondary ar-

mament, mostly 40mm Bofors, then Fire Control ‘F’ series, completing with torpedoes (‘T’ series) and oth-

er weapons, mines and depth charges (‘M’ series). 

 

This book is handsomely produced to Seaforth’s high standards and is naturally very well illustrated. 

Whilst being a rather narrow subject it is a must for serious naval model makers, naval ordnance profes-

sionals, researcher and enthusiasts. 

 

John Roberts, Friends of the Royal Navy Museum. 2020 
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M12 Gun Motor Carriage (Paperback) 

Rare Photographs from Wartime Archives 

By David Doyle 
Imprint: Pen & Sword Military 
Series: Images of War 
Pages: 142 
Illustrations: 194 
ISBN: 9781526743527 
Already published:  Price from £15.00 

 

Although only 100 examples were produced, the 155mm Gun Motor Carriage M12 served with distinc-
tion as an infantry-support weapon and in particular as a bunker-buster during the U.S. assault on the 
Siegfried Line in the winter of 1944-45. 
 
The ability to rapidly ready heavy artillery for firing lead to the development of the M12 155mm gun in 
1941, based on the M3 Medium Tank chassis. The trial vehicle, built by Rock Island Arsenal, was designat-
ed T6. To accommodate the large, rear mounted weapon – a French-made M1917 155mm gun, the en-
gine was relocated forward to a position just behind the driving compartment. A hydraulically operated 
spade mounted at the rear of the vehicle, which was lowered during firing to anchor the vehicle against 
the recoil. When retracted into the travelling position it provided a seat for two of the six crewmen. 
 
The production run was between September 1942 and March 1943, with a total of one hundred units be-
ing built. Though a few were used by training units, most were placed in storage until February 1944, 
when the first of 74 of them were shipped to Baldwin Locomotive Works to be improved based on fur-
ther tests and usage in training. This work continued until May 1944. Three slightly different WWI surplus 
weapons were mounted depending upon availability, the M1917, the M1917A1 and the M1918M1. The 
M1917 was French built, the M1918 was US built, and the M1917A1 had the French gun tube, and the US 
breech.  The M12 would earn the nickname "Door Knocker" for its pounding of the German Siegfried 
Line. 

Excellent for anyone with an interest in WW2 artillery and ideal for the AFV modeller for not only the de-
tail of every facet of the M12. Has a good detailed collection of photographs.                        

                                                                                                                                                                            AGK 

 

‘Spotter’s Guide to Pillboxes’  

& other anti-invasion structures of World War II 

by Mike Osborne 

This has been very well received by members and I thank all who have 

sent emails thanking us for this publication, it is for sale for £5 this in-

cludes post & packing within the UK.  

 

Available from the Editor. Cheques made payable to the Pillbox Study Group. 

https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/David-Doyle/a/3366
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/Pen-Sword-Military/i/3
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/Images-of-War/s/8
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